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Wrong Computati ons 
AND 


Contained in 


A late Tract. 


Entitled, 


Diſcourſes on the Publick Revenues, and 
on the Trade of England. 


In a Letter to Mr. D. s, 


Miſerable is that Country, where the Men of 
Buſineſs do not reckon right. Diſcourſes 
on the Publick Revenues, &c. p. 14- 
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HEN you delired my + . -,:#*; 
Thoughts of a late Tract; ' 2. + 8) 
'Entirled, Diſcourſes on the **' | 
Publick Revenues, and on the *»-# 3 
' Trade of England, 1 read thoſe Diſcourſes, , "*'\. > ||| 
particularly that on the Management of the ,, *'+ ; 
Revenue of the Exciſe, with as much Atten- We : ; 


rion as my Time and Buſineſs would per- 
it, and with an ExpeQation of finding. an 
Exaft Account of the Riſe and Fall of that 
Revenue, and of the true Cauſes thereof: 
Bur inſtead of this, I met wich ſuch a Se- 
ries of Wrong Computations and looſe Rea- 

A 2 toning 
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ej &« 4 41 the good Conautt of the fixſk On on 


(4) 
ſoning, as do ſufficiently expoſe the Vaniry 
of the Author, in pretending ro aKnowledg 
in Political Arithmetick, and a Faculty of Com- 
puting and Reaſoning upon things by Figures, 
not comnrion to other Men. 


He tells us ( p. 72.) that 072 of the Fines 
they muſt Pay, who are in Imploym:nt, is to 
have their. Condutt Cenſured. ty the Standers by. 
This is yery true, and there is no-help for 
it; for ſome diſcontented Perſons, for want 
of other Buſineſs, are frequently employed 
in finding fault with others, and this Author F 
has given us an Inſtance of this Practice in } * 
his Third Diſcourſe, in which (amongſt all Þ ' 
his formal Schemes and ſeeming Demonſtra- 
tions) he has proved nothing more plainly, 
than that his main Deſign was to Maznifte 


Mid s mw (of which number himſelf was en8) And to 
15%3 Cenſure the Conduct of the ſeveral Com- 
The #4 miſſioners who have ſince been intruſted 
Com i 4 with. the : Management of that Revenue : 
C *Ff. 1699 This will appear from the high Encomiums 
om he gives of the firſt Commiſſioners and their 
Management, and from what he Suggeſts 

concerning the latter. 


t. * The 


1. *Thefirſt Commiſ- 
* koners { he tells us) 
«were Perſons, who 
* all of them, ſome 
* way or other, had 
* been before conver- 
* fant in the Excilſc, 
* and they agreed ve- 
* ry well together, for 
*in Six Years of that 
* Management , not 
* one thing was ever 
* put to the Vote a- 
* mong them, Pp. 77. 


| 2.\ They rarely made - 


* any Addition of Of- 
© ficers,to increaſe the 
* King's Charge, but 
* upon their own 
© View, in their Cir- 
* cuits, and upon a 
* full ConviQion,that 
*{uch Increaſe of Ex- 
* pence would turn 
*to the King's Ac- 
* compr, 7bia. 


(5) 


I. 1n the New Com- 
miſſions that hawe 
beew made fruce (2 
Tear 1685. he ſurgeſts, 
that the Perſor.s ene 
ployed were generally 
never bred to Buſineſs, 
that their Fortunes 
were above it, and 
that they never well 4- 


greed one with another, 
\P: 64. - 


2. That they have 
Increaſed the King's 
Charge without ſuffi= 
cient Reaſon, not upon 
their own View, tut 
meerly at the Sugge- 
ſtion of thoſe under 
them; p« 85. 
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3. © They took care 
* to employ reſponſi- 
* ble Men for their 
* Colletors,by which 
* Means their Ac- 
* compts have been 
* made up with very 
* little Supers upon 
© any Officer, bid. 


4. * Their Manage- 
ment was Imparrtial, 
no Man was turned 
eut only to let in 
* another, but upon 
* ſtrong Proof, and 


c 
= 
c 


*rche Report of a 


* Commiſſioner, or 


(6) 


3. That they have 


employed ſuch Men | 


CollefFoys, as in a ſhort 
time did run away with 
2. 5.000 |. of the King's 
Money, ibid. 


4q. That they hav? 
turn'd out, upon ſlight 
Grounds,the major part 
of the 2200 Able and 
Experiencd Officers, 


that were left them by | 
the former Managers, | 


ibid. 


* General Officer upon the Sport, p. 78. 


5. * They were ſtea- 
* dy and conſtant in 
* their Proceedings , 
* not giving out ge- 
* neral Orders one 
” Week, and contra- 
*difting them the 
* next, Þ. 78. 


5. That they have 
been unconſt ant and un- 
ſteady in their Proceed» 
ings, varying their Or- 
ders very often, and the 


greateft part of their 


T ime is wholly taken up 
in placing and diſplace- 
ing Officers, p. 86, 


6. * They 


Par eo = WW WW 


6. © They did not 
* yex the People any 
* where with unrea- 
* ſonable Fines, nor 
* were they ſeyere in 
* London in exacting 
* Arrears, ibid, 


7. * Theſe Commiſo 
* fioners quitted their 
* private Buſineſs and 
* Profeſſions, to de- 
* yote themſelyes 
* wholly ro the King's 
* Service , managin 
* his Revenue wit 
* the ſame Care, Aﬀe- 


_ * ion, andFrugality, 


* as the Father of a 
ang would uſe 
* in ordering his own 
* Aﬀairs, p. 79. * 


(>) 


6. That they have 
vex'd the Brewers with 
frivolous Informations 
and unreaſonable Fines, 
and by ſeverely exatt- 
ing Arrears, have ſo 
diſtreſſed the London 
Brewers, that they can- 
not afford to make good 
Drink, and ſo driven 
the People to Brew for 
themſelves, ibid. 


7. That they have 
ſuch a multiplicity, ei- 
ther of publick or pri- 
wvate Buſineſs, that 
they cannot attend the 
King's Service in this 
Poſt, ſo much as would 
be required in 4 vis 
gorous Management , 
( p. 86.) That they 
have left about 1200 
Officers in the Country 
for ſome Tears tothem- 


ſelves, without any In- 


ſpeftion. That they are 


net enough Maſters ef Bulineſs to make 
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(8) 
theſe Circuits effefFual, and to look into the 
Proceedings of their Under-Officers, p. $5. 


We have here both Matter and Occa- 


\ fon for juſt Reflexions. But as to the firſt 


Commiſſioners, I ſhall not ſay any thing 
in Diminution of their true Worth, and juſt 
Merits ( tho* others may have juſt grounds 
to ſuſpect both, from this Author's Ful- 
ſome Commendations) nor need I Apolo- 
giſe for any of thoſe Gentlemen who have 
{fince had the Honour to ſerve the King in 
that Station; for I rake moſt of this Au- 
thors Suggeſtions to be /nvidious Calumnies, 
which have no other Foundation but Reports 
T:ithout Doors ( as he words it) that is, Idle 
Stories pick'd up in Coftee-Houſes ; but 
they ſerve his purpoſe, as well as plain and 
ns far Fact; and from ſuch Premilſles as 
theſe, he ſeems to draw moſt of his Con- 
cluſjons, as ſhall in part be made appear in 
this Paper. 


As to the Improvements made in the Ex- 
ciſe by the Firſt Commiſſioners, (who began 
their Management at Midſummer 1683. and 
continued about Six Years) he tells (p.80.) 


there was increaſed by the Managers upon 


the Duties on Beer and Ale only, 150,753 1. 
per Annum. 


(9) 


| Whereas, in Truth this was the whole In- 
& creaſe made during thoſe Six Years, which 
ypon a Medium is but 25.1254. per Any. 


He Attributes this Increaſe chiefly to the 
good Management of the then Commil- 
; ru which he tells us (Cp. 78. ) was 
Impartial, Uuncorrupt, and Steady ; the Tncreaſe 
( he faith, p. 74.) was Gradual, which ſhews 
it was Natural, not Violent; a Work not of 
Chance, Force, or Power, but rather the effe&t 
of Induſtry and ConduttF. By all which (com- 
par'd with what he faith s 85, 86. ) he 
would Infinuate, that the Management 
ſince hath been Partial, Corrupt, and Pre- 


Carions. 


It is granted, the Amount of the whole 
Kingdom did Increaſe every Year of thoſe 
Six Years Management ; but the greateſt 
Increaſe made in any of thole Six Years, 
was bur 42.012 /. which is but 3113 /. 
more than was Adyanced upon the- ſame 
Branch in the Year ending Midſummer , 
1696. 

" 
Bur thoſe firſt Commiſſioners he tells us 
(p. 77.) Agreed wery well together, for in the 


ever put to the Vote among them. 
* wn: from mids: 169370 Mi2r- 16 v9 In 


y fix Tears of that Management not one Thing was . 
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( 10 ) 


In the fix Years mentioned, this Reye- 


- nue was managed by Seven Commiſſioners, 


and if you conſider that this Author was 
one of the Number, you will perhaps think 
it [Incredible that all the Cauſes which muſt 
have come before them, in the ſix Years of 
cheir Management, ſhould have been reſol- 
ved nemine coxtradicente, or that they ſhould 
have known each others Minds without any 
Previous Debate, or ever putting the Que- 
ſtion. This was certainly an Extraordin 
Management ; but whether Good or Bad, 
cannot be concluded from what is here ſaid, 
and granting there was ſuch an Agreement 
among them, as this Author affirms, there 
may be many Inſtances given, where their 
Unanimity and CandufF , fo much boaſted of, 
was not much for the King's Service. 


He owns (p. 99.) that about one Third 
of the Annual Increaſe in the fix Years of 
the firſt Management, did ariſe from the In- 
creaſe of People and Wealth in the Nation; 
bur then he affirms, (with more Aſſurance 
than Rez/on,) that the other two Thirds was 
Recovered to the Fing out of ſome Deficiency in 
the former Conant. 


But. 


(11) 


But the Truth of the Fa& was thus : The 
Diſpute about the Difference berwixt Beer 
and Ale began in the time of the Farm; 
(me Officers Charged the Viuuallers 
32 Gallons to the Barrel, and others allow'd 
36, {o that ar the end of the Farm (Mid- 
ſummer 1683.) great Numbers of the Vi- 
Quallers and moſt of the Common-Brewers 
in the Country were allow'd 36 Gallons to 
the Barrel of all che Drink they Brew'd. Bur 
in a ſhort time the Gaugers were taught to 
diſtinguiſh better, and the ſame ſort of Drink 
which had been formerly Charged Beer at 

6 Gallons ro the Barrel, was then call'd 
Ale, and Charged at 32 Gallons to the Bar- 
rel. Beſides, 


Ar the end of the Farm, the Victuallers 
were generally Charged only from the In- 
creaſe found in their Stock, Gauging their 
Worts being then rarely in uſe, excepr in the 
Northern Counties and ſome parts of Hales. 
But at the beginning of the Management the 
Number of Officers was Increaſed, and their 
Diviſions ſo leſſen'd, that they might and did 
Gauge the Victuallers Worrs in all Market- 
Towns, and in many other Places, and (o 
every 32 Gallons of Worts taken by Gauge 
(hot or cold it matter'd not) were Charged 
for a Barrel of Ale, (cho at that time there 
Was 
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( 12 ) 


. was no Law for charging of Worts) by this 


Practice a great Advance was made, for it 
was found by Experience that if a Vidal 
ler Brewed to fill a Veſſel of 36 Gallons, he 
muſt make about 40 Gallons of Worts,. and, 
was charged ſo much, though theſe Worts 
would not make above 36 Gallons of Beer 
or Ale. And becauſe mgny Viduallers liy- 
ed ſo remote from the Market-Towns, that 
the Gaugers could not come to take a Gauge 
of their Worts every Brewing, it was a ge- 
neral PraQtice in ſuch Caſcs, for the Gaugers 
to charge 4 Gallons in 36 more than the 
found 'Tunn'd. Theſe were the Methods 
by which the Exciſe was advanced in ti? fix 
Years of that Management, and tho this Au- 
thor tells us (p. 99.) this Advance was got 
by Skill and Condu#F, others may with good 
Reaſon conclude, notwithſtanding what he 
Avers to the contrary (pag. 103.) 1t was got 
by ſtretching the Law, and taking more than 
the King's due. 


As to the Fall of this Revenue he tell us, 
(P- 73+) 


The 


(43) 


The Syngle Exciſe on Beer 
axd Ale, with the Additional 
Dwtves on Brandy and Strong-P 842.005 :04: 9% 
Waters, produt a;Veur ending 
Midſummer 1689. Groſs 


The Single Exciſe ' on 
Beer and Ale, with the Ad- 
ditional Duties on Brandy, 
and the new Impoſitions 0n>533.580:13:3: 
Low-Wines, produced, Tear | 
ending Midfummey , 1696. | 
Graſs. BEE 
| Single Duty falen — 308.424: II: 52 


ect 
— —— 


"Tis true, he tells us (p. 74.) French Bran- 
dies have been Prohibited. Bur he is willing 
ro keep his Reader in the Dark, and to pre- 
poſſeſs him with an Opinion thart the Single 
Duty of Exciſe is fallen aboye 300.000 /. 
and therefore he compared the Produce of a 
Year ſince the Prohibition of French Bran- 
dies, with the Produce of a Year before the 
Prohibirion, in which the Duty on Brandy 
Imported Amounted to 140.000 /. Y;ade his 
Fijay upon Ways and Means. (p. 138.) 


He 


(14) 


He ſuggeſts (p. 85.) that the new Com- 
miſſioners have unhing'd the former Methods, 
Approv'd of by long Experience, api put the Gau- 
gers upon 4 new way of keeping their Stock- 
Books, and Charging the People. And that 
they have turnd out, upon ſlight Grounds, 
the Major part of 1200 Able Experienced 
Officers that were left them by the former Ma- 


nag ers. 


If ſome of the former Methods, (and 
thoſe by which the Revenue was moſt Ad- 
vanced,in the time of his ſix Years Manage- 
ment) were without or Contrary to Law, 
that was a ſufficient Ground for the laying. 
{uch Methods aſide ; not to mention that 
Subſequent Laws have made ſuch Change 
neceſſary. 


As to his 1200 Able Experienced Officers, 
I cannot tell what Number of them have 
been Diſcharged ſince the Revolution ; but 
tis certain that many of them were Turn'd 
out for Notorious Diſaffeation to the Go- 
vernment : Perhaps this Writer may think 
that a ſlight Ground for their Diſcharge. And 
'p. 144.) he makes it an Encouragement to 


(uch as ſhall Farm the Exciſe, that moſt of 
the Old Officers are till in being. 


He 


(15) 


He computes (pag. 87.) by the Duty on 
Beer and Ale only. And tells us, 


Laſt Tear of the for-) UL. &--< 
mer Management, end- 
ing June 24. 1689. the 
Country and London 694.476 : oz : 064 
Exciſe on Beer and Ale 
only, produced Single 
Duty. —— J 


Under the preſent? 
Management, Tear eud> 
ing June 2.4, 1696. the | 
Country and London p512.160 : 63 : 001 
Exciſe on Beer and Ale 
only, prauced Single 
Dsty. -_ 
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I appears by his own Scheme þ. 74 | | 
I” "OR 
That this Branch 
in {even Years before 


Midſummer 1689, 4413-689 : 16 * 9 
produced but | 


And that the ſame 
Branch in ſeven rar36007 3:09 :hy 


ſince Midſummer 
I 689. produced 


et S= PR IS _— 4 mn 


Fallen in Seven Years—— 760.516 2:07 20 
. PEGTSSEOT — 


Which is bur 108:645/. 3s. 104.4 per Avw. 


But he goes on to obſerve, That this 
Branch fell again in the Year ending Mid- 
ſummer 1697, ——73.7474. and, tho' the 
Accompts are not made up, he tells us (pag. 
88.) this Branch yielded, 1697, not above 
438.4131. out of which he deducts 100.000). 
for Management, and then fairh there re- 
mains to the King but 338.4147. Bur a 
Perſon of his Experienec might have known 
that theOfficers Salaries and other Incident 
Charges -inr the Country, ( which are near 
70.000). per Ann.) are paid out of the whole 
Revenue, and not out of the Single Duty 
only. He 


(17) 
He tells us (p. 102.) When th: Accompts 
for the Tear ending June 24th. 1697. come to 
be made up, it will be ſeen that this Branch in 
the Single and Double Duty, is fallen at leaſt 
115.000 /, (vid. Errata) and (p. 87.) he 
Compures that the Single Duty fell 7 3.747 /. 
the ſame Year. But theſe two Accompts 
will in no ſort agree, for if the Single and 
Double Duty together fell but 115.000 /. 
the Single Duty alone could fall but 60.526 /. 
(or thereabout.) Or if the Single Dury fell 
73-747 1. the Single and Double muſt have 
fallen abour 140.119 /. 

Bur nor to inſiſt upon this. It muſt be 
granted, the Fall of this Revenue has been 
very great, and tha! 1 ſhall not take upon 
me to juſtifie the Management ſince the 
Revolution, (which poſlibly may haye been 
looſe enough, if, as he _—_ (p. 84,86.) 
Some of the Commiſſioners were Perſons never 
bred to Buſineſs, or had Fortunes above it; or 
had ſuch a Multiplicity of Pullick or Private 
Bufineſs that they could not attend the King's 
Buſineſs in this Poſt,) yet I think there are 
Reaſons to be given which will juſtifie this 
Fall, admitting it to be as great as has been 
luggeſted. 

This Authoris ſenſible of rhis, and there- 
fore in his Second Scheme he has made 
Allowances upon Eight ſeveral Heads. 
The Toral of which for ſeven Years A- 
| B maunt$ 


(183) 


mounts to 602 Ys Now this added 


\ fo the Total of the Produce of thoſe ſe- ; 
ven Years makes 4.254.000. which comes | 


within 159,000 /. of the total amount 
in ſeven Years before Midſummer 1689. 
and yet he tells us, There appears to be loſt, 
[ in ſeven years ſince Midſummer 1689.] 
over and above all Reafonable Allowances, 
604.000 l. 

And to make this ſcem Plauſible, he 
takes the Produce of the Year ending Mid- 
ſummer 1689. viz. 694.009/. and ets it 
down {even times; and having as. he thinks, 
made all manner of reaſonable Allowances 
for the Alteration of Meaſures, and other 
Accidents that could Aﬀect this Revenue ; 
he ſuppoſes that the Annual Produce of theſe 
ſeven Years fc: Midſummer 1 68g. together 
with the Allowances he has made, thould 
be Equal to the Produce of the Year end- 
ing 1689, wiz. 694.c00l. and becaule in 
the whole ſeven Years it falls ſhort about 
604.000 1. ſo much he affirms is loſt; ever and 
above all rraſonable Allowances. It may there- 
fore be worth the while tro Examin whe- 
ther there be not good Reaſons ro make 
Greater Allowances, than he has thought 
fit to make. 

Upon the Firſt Head, viz. rhe Altera- 
zion of Meaſures, he allows 20 or 21.000/. 
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(19 ) 


before the Revolution, all the Vidctuallers 
and moſt of the Brewers in the Country 
were Charged at 32 Gallons to the Barrel, 


but by the Att x//f. WW. M. all fuch Brewers 


and Vicuallers are allowed 34 Gallons to 
the Barrel, : 

In the Year ending Midſummer } 
1690. there was Charged upon 
the Victuallers in the Country 
2.826.603 Barrels of Strong Drink, | 
at oy ns to the Barrels: had >22.c8z 
this been Charged 32 Gallons to | 
the Barrel, it would have made 
176.662 Barrels more ; the Duty 
of which comes to 


DJ; 


The Viqcuallers Small Drink 
Charged the ſame Year, was 
1.294.678 Barrels : this at 32 Gal- 
lons to the Barrel, wonld have 
made 80.917 Barrels more ; the 
Duty of which comes to 3 


> V2Q.2T 


And, on the ſame Account, 
there ought to be Allowed, for 
Drink Charged on the Commone 
Brewers in the Country, about — 


5.009 


. Hum 1s 29.104 


B ; | 50 
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So that .the Allowances to be made on 
this Head are about 29.104 l. per Annum, 
whereas he makes them but 2o, or at moſt 
but 21.0001. per Ann. 


: 


The Allowances he has made, on Ac- 
count of the Additional Duties will ſtand 


thus, 
l. 
{ 1690.) ” $.000 
1 1691. - 9.000 
Year ending, 1692. 30.0900 
| b of Ju: 1693. vhe allowse 27.000 
tne24 © | 137 1694. | Jn{-9-9 hs 
1695. | | 26.000 
1096.3 26,000 


Before the: 17th. of November 1690. the 
Duty was bur 3 s.' 3 4. a Barrel; Bur from | 
F the 17th- of Newvember 1690. to the 17th, '* 
it of November 1692. the Duties were double, 
viz. 6 5. 64. a Barrel. This was fo great 
a Burthen upon the ViQtuallers, that grear 
Numbers of them left off their Trade : As 
may appear by rhe following Table, in which 
I have ſet down” the Number of Common 
Brewers and Viduallers inthe whole King- 
dom, for Six Years, together with the Num- 
ber of Barreis of Strong Drink which was 
charged upon them in cach Year reſpc- 
tively | 
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: Barrels of | 
| = ending -rercy Vifuallers |Strong Drink 
ſummer rewers C harged 


1689 | 762 | 47-935 |5-134-309| 

1690 782 | 47-563 [4.690.711 
1691 799 | 43-753 [4069-545 
1692 3828 | 40691 [3.796.805 
1693 775 | 39.178 [3.529.496 
1694 722 | 39.069 '3.505.470 


By this it appears what effe&t the dous 
bling of the Duty had, as co the Number 
of Brewers and Victuallers ; for notwith- 
ſtanding ir did not commence till November 
1690. yet the Number of Victuallers at 
Midſummer 1691. was near 4000 leſs than 
at Midſummer 1690. The next Year they 
fell about 3000 more, and they have till 
fallen more or leſs eyery Year ; whereas he 
allows on this Account but gooo L. in the 
Year ending Midſummer 1691. The nexc 
Year he allows 30.000 {. The next 27.000 /. 
and the next after that 26.0007. as if the 
cfie&t of Doubling the Duty began ro wear 
oft, by che ViRtuallers taking up their Trades 
again. Bur the contrary is evident by whar 
is above Repreſented, and ir may be made 
appear that the Number of Victuallers in the 
Year ending Midfummer 1597. was near 
12000. leſs chan at Mid{urmer 1629. So 
B 3 | that 


( 22 ) 
that the Allowances he has made on Account 
of the Double _ is very much ſhort of 
what it ought to. have been, and his Al- 


lowances upon the other Heads ſeem to 
be but mere ConjeQure. 


He tells us, (.p. 92.) The former  Mana- 
gers left London to the ſucceeding Commiſ- 
froners ſettled in a good Method, and ſupply d 
with Able Officers, which Method had not been 
Changed, nor were the Officers Alter 'd till 1695. 
London did therefore hold wp till then. 


He formerly talk'd of M_—_— without 
Doors; but here he is poſitive not only 
without Reaſon, but in Contradiction to 
his own Account in his firſt Scheme, from 
whence I ſhall take leave to tranſcribe the 
Annual Groſs Produce of the Single Duty 
on Beer and Ale in London. . 


| ear ending London, 
24th. of June Beer and Ale. 
L. > 


1690 154.286 : 03 : © | 
1691 143.090 » 11 : 09 
1692 | 144-860 : 14 : 04+ 
1693 | . 135.391 : 19 © 10; 
| 1694 | 128650 : 08 : 00 

1695 119.519 : ©J : OO 
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| By this it appears that the Brewery in 
London did fall every Year, ( except one ) 
from 1690. to 1695. and that in two of 
thoſe Years (before 1695. in which, he 
ſaith, the Methods and Officers were chan- 
ged) the Fall was greater than in that Year. 


| L. "7 
Thus in the year 
$11.95 : 


ending Midſummer, 


IT : OJ 
1691. it fell 


Midſummer 1693. it 
fell again 


In the year ending 
£11468 : 


In the year ending ) 
Midſummer 1694. it> 6.741 : x1 : 10" 
fell again — — 


S; 


1 


ending Midſum. 1695. : 00 


Whereas in the year 
9.059 : 
it felt but —— 


And yer this Author affirms, that Lozd:s 
held up till 1695. Bur perhaps Politica!- 
Arithm:tick gives a Man a Priviledge to con» 
tradict himſelf. 
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He ſuggeſts ( p. 92.) that in x695. The 
old Methods were broken into, and inferiour 
Officers brought into Play, atterly unknowing in 
the Brewery. 


An Officer's Knowledg* is beſt ſeen by 
his Practice, and from this there is good 
Reaſon to believe, that if theſe New Offt- 
cers and New Methods he complains 'of had 
' been try'd ſooner,the Brewery had Advanced 
ſooner ; for the firſt Week thoſe Methods 
were put in Practice, ( which was abour 
Midſummer 1695. ) the Brewery Advanced 
1000 Barrels, nor was this by Chance, Force, 
or Porey ; for it continued to advance eve- 
ry Week more and more, infſomuch that the 
whole Amount of the year ending Midfum- 
mer i696. was about 23.700 /. more than 
the former year ; and there were more 
Frauds dilcover'd by the New Officers 
(which, he ſaith, were utterly unknowing in 
th! Brewery) in five or ſix Months of that 
year, than had been diſcover'd in the whole 
City in as many 7ears before. 


He grants ( p. 93-) that the Brewery in 


London did Advance in the year ending 
Midſummer 1696. bur faith it was by Cour- 
ſes ſo unnatural as are not like to hold. 


Time 
[4 


Or—_— 
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Time will beſt ſhew ; thar, as yet there is 
no great reaſon to Complain ; for the year 
ending Midſummer 1697. did not fall full 
4000/7. and if the Fall hath been greater 
ſince, it may well be attributed to the Dear- 
neſs of Malt and Hops, and the Decay of 
Trade. The Fall in the Country has been 
much more Conſiderable, as it needs muſt ; 


- for beſides other Reaſons that might be of- 


ferd, There are above 500Q Vidnallers laid 
down lince Midſummer 1696. 


Burt 'tis evident (he faith p. 104.) that in 
theſe two laſt Tears, there have been treble the 
Number of Complaints, Informations, Contro- 
verfies, Law-Snits and Appeals concerning this 


. Duty, than happen'd in the whole Six Tears of 


the former Management. And he inſinuates 
(p. 86) that theſe informations were Frive- 
lous, the Fines Unreaſonall:, and the Proſe- 


cutions Oppreſſive and YVexatious. 


As to the Number of [nforma'iens, 'tis 
probable there may have been more brought 
in the Two years laſt palt than in 7ez years 
before : And this ſhews the Officers have 
been more diligent in dereQting the Brewers 
Frauds than formerly. And tho the pre- 
ſent Commillioners have not agreed to ler 
ſuch Informations drop, after they have 


heard 


(86-3; 
heard full Proof of the Fat made before 
them (as was very frequently done in the 
Six years of the former Management,) but 
a Majority of them have in ſuch Caſes giv- 
en Judgment for the Penalties incurr'd, yet 
this was no Juſt Ground for the many Ap- 
peals he talks of; for upon Hearing fuch 
Appeals thoſe Commiſſioners have not found 
Cauſe to Reyerſe many of rhe Judgments 
Paſt below. Which ſhews that the Proſe- 
cutions have not been ſo Oppreſſive and Yex- 
ations, nor the Fines ſo Unreaſonable as this 
Author would Suggeſt, 


As for Law-Suits ; there have been ſeveral 
great -Debts contracted many years fince, 
(ſome of them in the time of his Six years 
Management) Suits were then commenced, 
and afrer ſome years Proceſs let fall, or 
continued without EfteA. Now, if the pre- 
ſenr Commiſſioners ( upon Enquiry into 
theſe Matters) have found Caule to revive 
{uch Proceſs, and by ſo doing have recove- 
red very conſiderable Debts, tong; ſince con- 
tracted, and thought to have been deſpe- 
rate. All Impartial Judges will think they 
have done their Duty, whatever this Gen» 
tleman may Suggeſt to the contrary, 


He 


f 
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He faith (p. 104.) 7s certainly better for 
# Prince to loſe ſomething in his Revenge, 
than that his Officers ſhould be Oppreſſhve and 
Pexationus to the People, No body doubts 
this : but what is the Conſequence 2 why 
he tells us, The Management of that Branch 
can hardly be right where the Clamours are more 
and the Produce leſs than formerly. 


But will this Author ſay, *7s certainly 
better for the King, that Debts of 6 or 8ool. 
ſhould ſtand our Six or Eight years, when 
the Creditors have Eſtates to anſwer them, 
than that ſuch Debts ſhould be ſued for and 
recoyered : Or that the Brewers in London 
ſhould be permitted to make uſe of Private 
Backs and Tuns, by which ſome of them 


have defrauded the King of near 1000. per 


Ann. than that ſuch Frauds ſhould be Dete- 
Qed, and the Penalties inflicted on ſuch Of- 
fenders. Or- is ir better for the King, that 
many of the Richeſt Brewers in London 
ſhould keep 1000 /. of the Duty in their 
hands for ſeveral years together, than that 
ſuch Brewers be obliged to pay their Duty 
as the Law dire&s, or at lea(t within a 
3 -Month after 'tis due. Theſe are the Points 
| in Queſtion, and which have occaſioned the 
Clamours ( if any be) that he talks of. 
Bur you will not any where tind more Cla- 

mours 


= 
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mours about the Management of this Re- 
venue than in this Authors Book, and for 
ought that yet appears, the Management 
of this Branch may be right, tho the Clamonrs 
are more, and the Produce leſs than formerly. 


What he has hitherto ſaid in this Diſ- 
courſe, relates chiefly to the Single Exciſe 
(which is 2s. 64. a Barrel.) But in his ſ(e- 
cond Scheme he adds, That from 1690. - 
eluſive, to 1696. Incluſive, the Duties upon 
Strons Drink were Doubled within 3 Pence, 
and 3 Pence more than donbled upon Small Beer : 
So that Yhe. Loſs would come Double to the 
King. And (p. 102.) He cannot help being of 
Opinion, that by Changing the Former Methods 
and Courſe of Management there has been loſt 
to the King, from 1690. to 1696. the Sum of 
1.136.640. 


He cannot help bcing . of this Opinion : 
bur it doth nor appear what Grounds he has 
for it, beſides Allzgations without Doors. And 
falſe Reports he has met with, of Changing 
the former Courſe of Management, which, with 
| his own loofe Compurations, he may poſli- 

bly think are a full Proof of. the Fact, and 
chat theſe would paſs withour Examina- 
tion. 


He 


( 29) 


He tells us (p. 102.) The Single and 
Double Duties [on Beer and Ale] for the 
Year ending June 24. 1697. produced bur 
914.000 l. whereas it ought to have produ- 
ced 1.232.000/. Bur why ought ir to have 
produced ſo much 2 He tells us (p. 103.) 
Becauſe this Branch of our Conſumption , 
[that is, of Rger and Ale] has born ſuch a 
Duty, as to yield, Tear ending June 24 th. 
1692. Groſs Total 1.394.008 /. But the 
Year ending Midſummer 1662. the Duties 
on Beer and Ale produced bur 1.343-75: /. 
IIs. 94. (as appears by the Comptrollers 
Books) ſo that he is out in his Compurati- 
on aboye 50.000 4, Bur granting that in the 
Year ending Midſummer 1692. a Duty of 
6s. 6d. a Barrel had produced 1.394.008 /. 
Does-it from therice follow, That a Duty 
of 45. 9 4.a Barrel, in the Year 1697. ought 
to have produced 1.232.000 1. 2 By no means, 
for 


As 6s. 64. or 784. isto 1.394.008 /, 
So is 45. 94. or 574. to 1.015.237 l. 


Whereas he makes 1.232.c00 /. 
Which is 216 763 /. more. 


F 
15 
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He grants (p. 102.) that the Single and 
Double Duty, ja the Year ending Midſum- 
mer 1697, produced 914.000 l. and there- 
fore the Single Duty muſt have been 
431.052 1, And yet he affirmed (p.88.) 
that the Single Duty, for the ſame Year, 

* was but 438.413 /. So that here he is our 
again above 42-500 /. jp 


He complains (p. 34.) That the Commiſft- 
oners of Exciſe have refuſed him any Inſpetti- 
on into their Books, And rells us (p. 266.) 
He has met extream Difficulty and Oppoſition || |} 
þr 
| 


ae. Ss &@f ad. an A a #i£o 


5 1 wi 


in procuring the Sight of the Accompts relating 

to the Revenue, However he has had a Sight 

of ſome of theſe Accompts, and is there . 
Anſwerable for the ill Uſe he has made of 

them. Burt ſuppoſing the Commiſſioners of Þ 
Exciſe did refuſe him any Inſpetion into their | 
Books, they might have very good Reaſons 
for ſo doing; and ſuch Refuſal would much 

better have Excuſed his not -writing on this 2 
Subjet, than the falſe Account he has 
given of the Revenue, and of the Condut 
of the Perſons concerned in the Management 

of it. 


£3!) 
But it ſeems very extraordinary that this 
Author ſhould Complain, that he was re- 
fuſed any InſpeRion into the Exciſe-Books, 
and Own that the Accompts for the Year 
ending Midſummer 1697. are not mage up, 
and yet take upon him totell, not only what 
the Produce of that year Was, bur alſo 
'what it ought to have been. But one cannot 
imagine what Strange Feats may be done by 
Reaſoning by Figures upon Things. 


He tells us (p 25.) If ſome of the Men 
of Buſineſs had conſulted Political Arithmetick, 
the Parliament had not been troubled every Seſ- 
frons to make good ſo many deflcient Funds. And 
(Pp. 27.) The Projeftors of New Funds have hi- 
therto been generally miſtaken two parts in 
thret. « 


| 4 
I would ask this Man of Bufinefs, whe- 
ther he conſulted Political Arithmetick when 


he told us, in his -Eſſay upon Ways and. 


Means (p. 137.) that a Duty of 64. a Bu- 
ſhel upon Malt would produce 1.050 020 /. 
per An. or whether he could not then hp 
being of that Opinion. Or whether, if the 
Parliament had then laid 64. a Buihel upon 
Malt, they would not by this time have 
had the Trouble, of making goo\l another 
Deficient Fund. But he zow RetraQts whar 
. he fail then; ani nerwithſtanding his Pel;- 
tical 
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( 323 
tical Arithmetick, by which he then compu- 
ted, he tells us (p. 105.) He had not then 
before him ſo Nice au Enquiry into the ſeveral 
Ranks and Claſſes of Men, as he has fince pro- 
cureds We may therefore now. expect the 
true Effects of Reaſoning upon Things by Fi- 
gures. And yet one may be tempted to 
think, that the moſt wretched Projettor thar 
ever. put Pen to Paper, never offer'd any 
thing more Crude and Trifling , than 
what he here diſcourſes concerning the Du- 
ties on Malt, Salt, and Leather. 


This Author tpld us, in his Eſſay on Ways 
and Means ( pag. 136.) that the People of 
England, by the neareſt Computation that can 
be made, were reckoned 7.000.000. 


But now (p. 105. #f theſe Diſcourſes) he 
tells us, Fe would not be underſtood to deli- 
v'r any determinate Opinion, what Number of 
Inhabitants the Kiazdom may contain (that is, 
he will not take upon him to tell Noles,) 
and yet (p. 108.) he reckons himſelf ſo ſure 
in the Numbers of the People (which he 
there computes to be 5.500.000.) that if 
the Duty upon Malt does not reach fall 
650.000 /. it muſt proceed, rather frem ſome 
Defect in the Manazement, than any Deficiency 
in th: Fund. 


And 


» x 


AZ (33) 
And to make out this, 
Baſhels. 
He computes (p.-106.) the 
Barly Land, iy England, will © 22 OI 


yearly p 


of this he ſuppoſes there wo | 
Malted 2 4.000.000 
That” this will produce in | 
Malt — hes 26.000.000 
This, at 6 4. a Buſhel, a- 7 
mounts to 650.000 /. 


He tells us, (p. 169:) The Stock of Malt 
is about a Third of the whole Tears Produce. 
And, 

L. 


According to this Poſition, 
which, (he ſays,) ſeems pretty "ich 50.000 
if the Duty on Malt will produce-—— 
The Stock ought to have anſwer d—2 15.666 
The Stock has anſwer d but about-—1 50.000 
Whith multiplied by 3, is but-—450 000 


And therefore he concludes, there 
way be loſt, by Miſ-management, per 200.000 
A 


ai 


— 
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This Gentleman (p. 33.) owns himſelf ve- 
1y much guided, in theſe Diſcourſes, by the lit- 
tle Skill he has attain'd to in this way of argu- 
ing upon Things by Figures, (a Way not com- 
monly pratticed, as he owns p. 2.) Bur if he 
had kept to the Old way of Arguing upon 

d So ſeen, 
that all he has here f{aid, about the Duty 
upon Malr, is a ſhameful Begging of the 
Queſtion. 


For it doth not (neither can it yet) ap- 
pear that this Duty will produce 650.000 /. 
per An. Nor that the Stock of Malt was a 
Third part of the Years Produce. And if 
both theſe were granted, ir does not follow 
that the Stock in hand (when the Duty com- 
menced) ought to have produced 216.666 l. 


| For (as he could not but know) the At 


was not publiſhed cill after the 20th of 4- 
pril, (the day on which the Duty commen- 
ced) and all che Kingdom had notice of this 
Duty long before. Great Numbers of Gen- 
tlemen and others bought in a Store of 
Malr ſufficient to ſerve them a year or two, 
if not the whole Term ; all which Malt fo 
bought, before the 20th of April, could not 
be Charged with che Duty, as Stock in 
hand. Not to mention what was ſpent by 
the Common-Brewers and Vicuallers, who 
Brewed 


(35) 


Brewed Day and Night to conſume theit 
Stock of Malt before the Dury commen- 
ced, Bur ſuppoſing thar by Miſmanage- 
ment there had been loſt 66.666 /. of the 
Stock. in hand, does it follow that there 
will be 200.000 /. per An. loſt in the Ma- 
nagement of the growing Duty. This is 
what he would infinuate, bur dares not a\- 
ſert 3 for after a pompous Scheme of Pre- 
miſes, his Conclufion comes up but to a bare 
May be. 


You may ſee in the Page cited how he diſ- 
poſed of his Thirty four Millions of Buſhels 
of Barly, viz. Twenty four Millions made 
into Malrc, and Ten Millions for Bread-Corn, 
Seed-Corn, &c. And yet (p. 143.) he will 
have the whole Thirty four Millions of 
Buſhels of Barly made into Malt, and this, 
he faith, will produce Thirty fix Millions 
of Buſhels of Malt; and from hence he 
concludes, that the Dury on Malt ſhould 
yield 650 000 /. per An. whereas before he 
Compured that Twenty fix Millions of Bu- 
ſhels would ptoduce 650.000/. Bur let 
the Quantity of Malr yearly made be more 
or leſs (for with him Ten Millions in Thir- 
ty ſix makes no Difference) the Duty ought 
to be 650.000 /. per An. and ſo much as it 
falls ſhort, ſo much is loſt by Miſmanage- 
mentr. 
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As to the Duty on Salt, he ſuppoſes (p. 
11G.) there is 5.500.000 of Perſons in 
the whole Kingdom, and that theſe, upon * 
a medium, do conſume half a Buſhel of Salt 
per Head per Annum. gf 

So that the old Duty of 124. 

a Buſhel upon Salt ſhould har 137.500 
produced, by a medidm of 3 Tears. ) 


But by a Medium of 3 Tears, | 
it has yielded per Ann. »o = 99-425 
than ———— _ | 


So that there ſeems loſt in this g 


Duty per An. about —— 35.075 


—_ 


Now in Anſwer to this, one need do no 
more than invert his Argument, by ſaying, 
the Duty of 12 4. a Buſhel upon Salt, upon 
a medium of Three years has produc'd but 
99.425 1. Thercforc the People in England, 
(ſuppoſing them to be five Millions and an 
half ) have not Conſumed half a Buſhel of 
Salt per Head, per An. Or thus, 


The 
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The Duty of 12 4. a Buſhel on Salr has 
Produced but 99.425 /. per An. To make | 
this Sum, there muſt have been 1.989.040 ; 
Buſhels charged. The Maſs of Mankind | 
{ſpend half a Buſhel of Salt per Head per An. 

Therefore the People in England are but | 
3-978.080 in Number. You will perhaps « 
| 


ſay, this is Trifling, and yet I cannot ſce 
but the Conſequence in theſe Arguments is 
every whit as Strong and Natural, as in 
what this Author has'here laid down con- 
cerning the Duty upon Salt. 


As to the Duty upon Leather. He ſup- | | 
poles (p. 1x1.) that the People of England 
had by 'em in Stock, (when, the ARt commen- ' 
ced) one Fourth part of the whole, Conſumption, 'P 
and tells us, 


The Parliament gave 
this Duty for per = 179.859 :-06 : & 


The Stock therefore ; # 
ſhould have *a— 44-964 : 16 : 6 | 


The Stock has my 
pr 14.030 


" So there ſeems loſt in _ 
the Stock of Leather — F 5934 


y 


3 


This 
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This Author bas not offer'd any thing to 
Prgve, or make it probable, that the Stock 
was a Fourth part of the whole Conſumption. 
And if the Parliament gave this Duty for 
179859. 16s. 84. per Ann. as he affirms, 
that is no Argument thar it will produce ſo 
much. And ifall this were granted, it does 
not follow, that the Stock ſhould have produced 
44-9641. 16 $. 8 4d. For this Duty commen- 
cing before the Act was publiſhed, rhe Peo- 
ple had time to Cut, Conceal or Export a 
great part of their Stock of Leather, before 
the Officers were- Authoriſed to: take any 
Account of it, or ſecure the Duty impoſed 
by the At. And therefore, tho the Stock 
has produced but 14-030 1. it does not follow, 
that there was oh (or ſeem ro have been 
Joſt) 30.934 1. (as he ſuggeſts p. 110.) But 
ſuppoſing that, through Want of Time, and 
Skill in the Officers, ro aſcertain the Duty 
on the Stock in hand, a great Part of it 
was Loſt: Will this Aﬀe@ the Annual Du- 
ty for time ro come ? 7es, he tells us, /f 
we are te judg of the Future Management by 
what the Stock has yielded, there are Reaſons to 
Apprehend, that in this Branch there will be 
likewiſe loſt abont 30.000 1. per Annum. This, 
is his Way of Reaſoning: And if we are to 
judg of his Underſtanding by what he has 
here {aid, concerning the Duties on Ma#t, 
| | Salt 


- 
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Salt and Leather, there are Reaſons to Appre- 
hend, as great a Deficiency in that, as in any 
of the Funds here diſcourled of. For all thac 
he has faid in Five or Six Pages together 
(granting ail his Computations right ) a- 
mounts to no more than this, viz. There may 
be loft ſo muchin that Duty, and There ſeems 
loft jo much in this. And yet notwithſtan- 
ding this looſe way of Arguing and Compu- 
ting, he infinuates ( p. 112.) that, by the 
Negligence or Corruption of the Officers of 
/- Exciſe, there is loſt, in the four Branches 
under their Management, , the ReſpeRtive 
Sums following, viz. 


L. 
In the Exciſe on Beer and Ale —318.000 
In the Malt » —-zqoq.0c00 
In the Salt 38.075 
In the Lrather- —— 30.000 
Total Loſs————586.075 


Now, to what purpoſe is all this 2 why 
he tells us, (p. 112, 113.) He endeavonred to 
Compute the Produce of Malt, Salt and Lea- 
ther, becauſe theſe three Branches are under th: 
ſame Managers, [viz. of the Commiſſioners 
of Exciſe, | and the Revenues ariſing from 

” thence, being a'Security to the People for large 


Y Sums, he thought it for the Service of the P wie 
C 4 lick, 


$ + 66-5 
lick to ſhew, what theſe Duties may probably yield 
when they come to be wnderſtood. 


*Tis almoſt Four your ſince the Duty on 
Salt commenc'd, and it ſeems very ſtrange it 
ſhould not yet be underſtood. One would 
think the Managers ſhould ynderſtand this, 
and the other Duries as well as this Gen- 
tleman, whoſe Cloſet-Speculations (upon theſe 
Branches) have nov been enlightened and aſſiſted 
by Prattice and Experience. But the Com- 
miſſioners of Exciſe do often ſtand in this 
Author's Way, and he here endeavours to 
Traduce their Management, by. infinuating 
to the People, who have lent large Sums up- 
on theſe Branches, that the Deficiency of 
theſe Funds is owing to the Ignorance of the 
Managers. $38 | 


Bur he goes on (p 113.) Being informed, 
that to Colled# theſe Three Revenues [wiz, of 
Salt, Malr and Leather] there have been crea- 
ted ano, a great Number of New Officers, we 
cannot | ys ſaying, , that 170 Perſons, added 


to the preſent Officers, employ d in the Cuſtoms 
and Exciſe, may very well look after and Col- 
left all the Exciſes or New Impofitions that 
can poſſibly be laid in this Kingdom. 


This 
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This is deliver'd with an Air of Aſſu- 
rance; but leſt ir ſhould not be taken no- 
tice of, he Repeats it* in the ſame Page, 
— A Competent Encouragement to 
thoſe [Officers] already employd in the Old Re- 
wenues, with a ſmall Addition of Hands, will 
enable-the preſent Officers to Colle? any New 
Duties the Parliament has given, or ſhall think 
fit to grant. 


'This Writer is ſo full of himſelf, that 
he'll undertake for any thing, he'll tell you 
what Number of Officers, and what Ex- 
pence is neceſſary ro manage all the Duties 
that have been, or hercafter ſhall be grant- 
ed: He Computes (p.114.) 170 New Ok 
ficers, with an Additional Salary to 40 Col- 
letors, 40 Superviſors, and 1200 Gaugers 
of the Exciſe, the Charge of all which, with 
other Incidents, he allows to: be 25.900 /. 
per Annum. And tells us, That, at this Ex- 
pence, and by (uch an Addition only of Officers, 
may be Colletted the Duties on Malt, Salt and 
Leather, or any other new Impoſition which the 
Parliament may hereafter think fit to lay on 
the Conſumption of our Flome Commodities. 


All 
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All this might paſs well enough for Spe- 


eulations in the Cloſet, which have not . been 
enlightened and aſſiſted by PratFice and Experi- 
encey(as p.13.) And perhaps it will appear 
to be no more, notwithſtanding he tells us, 
(p-113.) that Himſelf has vifeed very near 
every Colleftion and Diftritt ; and is, in ſome 
meaſure, acquainted with the Riding and Dis 
flintt Buſineſs of every Gauger in England. 


As to the Number of Gaugers, I ſuppoſe 
they might be about 1000. or 1100. at the 
Time of the Revolution ; to which there 
might be ſome Addition made upon the 
Commencement of the Double Duty, and 
the Number of Superviſors was almoſt dou- 
ble what he mentions, | 


The Duty on Salt, requiring the con- 
ſtant Attendance of Officers at the Salt- 
Works, could not be aſcertaind and col- 
leged, by the Officers of Exciſe; and tho 
the Dutics oa Malt and Leather, be under 
the InſpeQtion of the Officers of Exciſe, 
yet the Number of People chargeable with 
cheſe Duties, being equal ro, or greater 
than the Number of Brewers and Viqual- 
lers, it was found neceflary to make ſeveral 
new Collectors, and Superviſors, and to 
make an Addition of new Gaugers, abour 
rwice 


(43) | 
twice 170. the Number by him propos'd 3 
and tho' the whole Kingdom has been new- 
modell'd, and the Officers Diſtricts made 
as equal as could be, þ many of them are 
ſtill roo large, ſome Officers having 4o or 
50 Miles Riding, and aboyr 200 Maltſters 
to ſuryey, beſides ViAuallers and Tanners. 
And therefore this Author (who Boaſts of 
the Experience he has attain'd by Y3/iting 
every Colleftion, and acquainting himſelf with 
the Riding, and diſtin&t Bufnel, of every 
Gauger in England ) ſeems to have a very 
Crude Notion of this Matter, when he 
rells us, that x70 New Officers, with an ad- 
ditional Salary to thoſe already employ'd, will 
enable the Preſent Officers to collef# all the 
Exciſes or new Impoſttions that can poſſibly be 
laid in this Kingdom; and tho he inculcates 
this Dofrin three times in the compaſs of 
two Pages, you will hardly believe that an 
Officer, who had his Hands full of Buſi- 
neſs before thoſe Duties commenc'd, ſhould 
be 'enabled to do twice as much, by the 
help of a ſmall Addition to his Salary. 


He goes on to ſhew what is loſt by 
Miſmanagement, in the Duties on Parch- 
ment and Paper, Marriages, Births, and Bu- 
rials; the Duties on Windows, and on Glaſs- 
Ware, Earthen-Ware, and Tobacco-Pipes, (tos 
nothing can eſcape a Computing Head) = 
then 


s 


( 44) 
then he ſums up (what he calls) the Annual 
Loſs upon all the Branches, and makes the 
Whole to be 736.075 /. 


—— 


And then he tells us ( p. 120.) Seven 
Hundred Thouſand Pounds Annual Income, is 
a Sum not to be ſlighted, in a Country where 
"tis:ſo very difficult to find out Ways and Means 
of Raiſing Money; and if the Duties already 
granted (not including what expires upon Malt 
and Leath:r, &c.) can be ſo Improv'd as to 
reach the fore-m:ntiond Sum ( that is, the 
Sum of 506.075 1. which he tells us (p.119.) 
is yealry loſt in the Duties of Exciſe of | 
| Salt, Paper and Parchment, Marriages, Births 
and Burials, Windows, Glaſs and Earthen- 
| Wares, &c. which he repeats again p. 227.) 
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the Groſs Debt of England in Ten Tears will 
be thereby l:(ſen'd about 5.960.750 l. 


it It muſt be granted, that Seven Hundred 
i Thouſand Pounds p:r A4nz. is a,very great 
i Sum, that 526.075 /. p:r Annum for Ten 
years, Will diſcharg2 a Debt of 5.060.750 /. 
and that when the Nation comes to be in 
better Circumſtances, with reſpe to Trade, 
{everal of the Duties mention'd may produce 
more than they have done for ſome years 
"| paſt ; but whatever they will reach, the Sum 
J by. him propoſed, does not appear from any 

| thing he has adyancd. Nor has w_ 

UCC 
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duc'd any thing like a Proof, that the Fall 
of any of the Branches mention'd is owing 
to any ill Condudt of the Perſons concern'd 
in the Management of them ; tho he inſi- 
nuates (p.112- as has been already obſery'd) 
that the Sum of 586.075 L. is loſt by the 
Negligence or Corruption of the Inferiour Of- 
ficers of the Exciſe. 


And yet (if one may take his Word) he 
tells us (p.119.) Ze is very far from pre- 
tending to Reflet# upon the Condutt of ſuch as 
have the, Flonour to ſerve the King in his Re- 
wenntes. And (Pp. 72.) He has no other aim 
in theſe or any ether of his Obſ»rvations, than 
the Kingdoms Service. And again (p. 120.) 
He has no defien of finding fault, his Inten- 
tion is only to awaken and ſtir up that Induſtry 
aud Diligence inothers, which (he tells us with 
Vanity enough) himſelf did ever (hew, when 
he was employ d in the Aﬀairs relating to th: 
King's Revennes. 


But thjs Gentleman has a very mean O- 
inion oF his Reader's Underſtanding, if 
* thinks theſe fair Pretences will obtain 
Credit in ContradiQtion to a great part of 
his Book , in which/ he has taken upon 
him to Cenſure the Conduct, not only of 
the Commiſſioners and Officers concern'd 
in theſe Revenues, but alſo of the _ 
ers 
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ſters themſelves; for he inſinuates plainly 
enough, that rhey are equally, if not chiet- 
ly, to blame for what the Publick has ſuf- 
fer'd by the Deficiency of the ſeveral Bran- 
ches mention'd. Thus he tells us (p. 57.) 
Moſt Miniſters forget the paſt, and are only in- 
tent upon the future; former Debts being not 
fo much thought on, as how they may Contract 
new ones. If ſome of the Time was ſpent in 
looking after old Fonds, that is employd in 
procaring freſh Supplies, the Government would 
not be in ſuch Diſtreſs for Money. 


And (p. 121.) Improving the Preſent Re- 
venues, muſt needs be an honeſter and more eaſe 


. way of Supplying th: Prince, than ſhewing how 


the People may be burthend with new Taxes and 
Impoſitions. 


And (p 25.) If general Comput ations had 
been more Studied aud Improv'd, thoſe Errors 
relating to the Revenues muſt probably have 
been avoid:d, which have intangled the King's 
Aﬀairs, and delay'd the Peace ſo long. For the 
Abilities of any Miniſter (Ie tells'us p. 6.) 
have always conſiſted chiefly in this Computing 
Faculty: Nor can the Affairs of War and Peace 
be well manag'd without Reaſoning by Fizures 
upon things. 


Ang 
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And having Inſtructed the Miniſters in the 
Management of their great Afﬀairs, told 
them whar Perſons they muſt ayoid, and 
who they ſhould conſult, and whar grear 
things may be done by the help of Pol:tical- 
Arithmetick ; he goes on (Pp. 14. ) He that 
has ſuch a computing Head | as he is Maſter 
of ] will ſeldom enter into ill Meaſures ; he 
will not put the Wars of his Prince upon a 
wrong Foot; he will not engage him in weak Al- 
Hances ; he will not propoſe all-digeſted Schemes 
and Fonds for Revenues that ſhall not anſwer ; 
in any ttew Council he will weigh the Event be- 
Soled and conſider how far it may diftarh 
his Maſters Afairs, or affef# the Nations Credit. 


Theſe [nnucndo's are cafily underſtood, and 
are a full proof of whar he tells us (p. 278.) 
viz. When things go amiſs in a State, Men are 
apt to blame the Miniſters, tho ſuch Erross per- 
haps were not to be avoiden. Burhow far this 
will Excuſe the Liberty he has taken, is (ub- 
mitted to the Judgment of the Perſons par- 
ticularly concern'd. 


Feb. I 2+ F4 am, 
169g. 


SIR, 


Tcars, &e. 


